
For over 25 years on public television, Fred Friendly Seminars have added a unique dimension to public 
affairs programming. Focused on topics as wide-ranging 
as affirmative action, end-of-life care, national security, 
and alternative energy sources, award-winning Fred Friendly Seminars always feature the most highly-
informed notables on the frontlines of these issues. 
The programs’ innovative format, developed by renowned broadcast journalist Fred Friendly, use a hypothetical situation drawn from real life to compel both participants and viewers to grapple with the most challenging social 
and public policy issues of our time. Please visit us at 


www.fredfriendly.org.
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Funding for “Minds on the Edge” provided by the Alfred P. Sloan Foundation to enhance public understanding of science and technology in the modern world.

Additional Funding for outreach initiatives provided 
by the van Ameringen Foundation.
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Thank you for joining 
[insert sponsoring organization’s name] 
for a screening of

MINDS ON THE EDGE: 

Facing Mental Illness

HOMETOWN TOWN HALL

45 Main Street, Hometown

October 15, 2009

7:30-9:30 pm
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PANELISTS IN
MINDS ON THE EDGE: Facing Mental Illness
Justice Stephen Breyer, Associate Justice, U.S. Supreme Court
Arthur Caplan, Ph.D., Professor, Bioethics; Chair, Department of Medical Ethics; Director, Center for Bioethics, University of Pennsylvania.

Pete Earley, former Washington Post reporter; author, Crazy: 
A Father’s Search Through America’s Mental Health Madness

Frederick Frese, Ph.D., Psychologist and coordinator, Summit County Recovery Project; former Director of Psychology, Western Reserve Psychiatric Hospital

Avel Gordly, former State Senator, Oregon, District 23; founder of the African American Mental Health Commission 

Eric Kandel, M.D., University Professor, Columbia University 
and Director, Kavli Institute for Brain Science; Nobel Laureate in Physiology or Medicine

Judge Steven Leifman, Associate Administrative Judge, Miami-Dade County Court, Criminal Division

Estelle Richman, Secretary of Public Welfare, Pennsylvania

Elyn R. Saks, Associate Dean, University of Southern California, Gould School of Law; author, The Center Cannot Hold: My Journey Through Madness
Thomas Simpatico, M.D., Professor of Psychiatry and Director, Division of Public Psychiatry, University of Vermont, College of Medicine

Tracey Skale M.D., Medical Director, Greater Cincinnati Behavioral Health Services  

Lauren Spiro, Director of Public Policy, National Coalition of Mental Health Consumer/Survivor Organizations

Susan Stefan, Staff attorney, Center for Public Representation

Sam Tsemberis, Ph.D., Founder and Executive Director of  Pathways to Housing; Clinical Assistant Professor, Psychiatry, 
NYU Medical Center


MODERATED BY Frank Sesno,  professor of media and public affairs at George Washington University, Sesno is an Emmy-award winning journalist with more than 25 years of experience, including 18 years at CNN where he was a reporter and analyst for the network on a wide range of issues.

MINDS ON THE EDGE: Facing Mental Illness 

         It’s your son, your brother, or your close friend 

         struggling with mental illness.  Why is it so difficult 

         to get  help? And what might be the consequence?

MINDS ON THE EDGE: Facing Mental Illness connects the 
dots between agonizing dilemmas facing individuals and families who are living with mental illness, medical practices that can be obstacles to treatment, and public policies that all too often lead 
to prison rather than providing support for recovery.

Produced by the Fred Friendly Seminars for broadcast on public television, MINDS ON THE EDGE explores the heart-wrenching situation of parents desperate to help their daughter get treatment when she develops mental illness in college. When she resists, what are their options? The program panelists also engage the challenging issue of the merry-go-round of homelessness and jail that has become all too common for many individuals living with schizophrenia, bipolar disorder and other serious mental illnesses. 

Learn more about the issues raised in the program and programs that provide support and hope for recovery at 

www.mindsontheedge.org
Local Resources:
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